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In the Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia. 


William A. White, Superintendent, &c., Appellant, 

vs. 

Alexander N. Willis. 


No. 1602. 


a Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

In the Matter of Alexander N. Willis, Alleged Lunatic. No. 393. 

Habeas Corpus. 


United States of America, 
District of Columbia, 



Be it remembered, that in the supreme court of the District of 
Columbia, at the city of Washington, in said District, at the time* 
hereinafter mentioned, the following papers were filed and proceed¬ 
ings had, in the above-entitled cause, to wit:— 


1 Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus. 

Filed July 10,1905. 

In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

In the Matter of Alexander N. Willis, Alleged Lunatic. No. 393. 

Habeas Corpus. 

To the supreme court of the District of Columbia: 

The petition of Alexander N. Willis made in his behalf by C. C. 
Goodrich respectfully represents: 

First. That he is a citizen of the United States, and his legal resi¬ 
dence is in the State of Pennsylvania; but for the past twenty 
months he has been confined in the Government Hospital for the 
Insane in the District of Columbia. 

Second. That for a short time prior to his confinement and re¬ 
straint from his lawful liberty as herein set forth he was an inmate 
of the National Home for Disable- Volunteer Soldiers in the city of 
Milwaukee, State of Wisconsin, and was transferred therefrom to 
the Government Hospital for the Insane in the District of Colum¬ 
bia, and by the superintendent of said hospital accepted and ad- 
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mitted, underand in pursuance of the pretended authority conferred 
by the order, letter or direction dated September 19", 1903, signed 
by M. T. McMahon, president board of managers National Home 
for D. V. S., a true copy whereof is attached hereto as Exhibit A, as 
also communication from the superintendent of said hospital trans¬ 
mitting said copy dated June 21" 1905, attached hereto as Exhibit 
B, and both prayed to be taken as part hereof. 

2 Third. The petitioner further says that the act of Congress 
referred to in said pretended order of committment as au¬ 
thority for his confinement, detention, and restraint from liberty 
provides, among other tilings as follows: 

“ That in addition to the persons now entitled to admission to said 
hospital (meaning the Government Hospital for the Insane), any 
inmate of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, who 
is now or may hereafter become iusan6, shall, upon an order of the 
president of the board of managers of the said National home, be 
admitted to said hospital and treated therein : ” &c. 

Fourth. The petitioner further says that he is now,and hasalways 
been sane, and mentally capable of taking care of himself and his 
property, but, notwithstanding the fact and the request of the peti¬ 
tioner to be discharged from the said Government Hospital for the 
Insane, and the custody of the said William A. White, as superin¬ 
tendent of said hospital, the said White, as such superintendent re¬ 
fuses to discharge said petitioner Willis from such custody. 

Fifth. The petitioner further says that he has never been adjudged 
insane hy due process of law, and* his commitment, detention, con¬ 
finement and restraint from his lawful liberty in said hospital and 
by said White as superintendent, under and by virtue of color and 
pretense of the authority alleged to have been conferred by the order 
aud direction set forth in Exhibit A, is unlawful, and being without 
remedy save in this honorable court, this petition for a writ of habeas 
corpus is filed to the end : 

3 First. That the writ of habeas corpus may issue in due form 
directed to the said William A. White, superintendent of the 

Government Hospital for the Insane, commanding him to produce 
iu court, on a day and at an hour specified, the body of the petitioner 
Willis, that the course of such commitment, detainer, confinement 
and restraint may be inquired into. 

Second. That if the court or justice hearing this application be 
satisfied that the facts set forth in this petition, are true, and that 
the petitioner Willis is detained without legal warrant or authority 
that he be immediately released and discharged from such detention 
and restraint, and custody of the said superintendent. 

Third. That your petitioner Willis may have such further and 
other relief in the premises as the nature of the case may require. 

CATHERINE C. GOODRICH. 

RICHARD P. EVANS & 

EDWIN FORREST, 

A ttorneys. 



ALEXANDER N. WILLIS. 


3 . 


Catherine C. Goodrich being first duly sworn according to law de¬ 
poses and says: That she files this petilion as a friend for and on 
behalf of Alexander N. Willis; that she has read over said petition 
by her subscribed and knows the contents thereof; that the facts 
therein stated of her own knowledge are true and the facts therein 
stated on information and belief she believes to be true. 

CATHERINE C. GOODRICH. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th. day of July, 1905. 

M. A. SCHEELE, 

[seal.] Notary Public, D. C. 

4 Exhibit A. 

No. 9270. 

Rooms 932-934, New York Life Building, 346 Broadway, New York, 

N. Y. 

Sept. 19,1903. 

Northwestern Branch. 

Superintendent Government Hospital for the Insane, Washington 
D. C. 

Sir: Under the authority conferred upon me by the act of Con¬ 
gress approved August 7th 1882,1 have to request that Alexander 
N. Willis, late D Co., 12th N. Y. infantry, pensioned at $12.00 per 
mouth, members of the Northwestern branch, N. H. D. V. S., may be 
admitted to the Government Hospital for the Insane, at Washing¬ 
ton, D. C. 

Respectfully yours, 

(Signed) M. T. McMAHON, 

President Board of Managers, National Home for D. V. S. 

5 Exhibit B. 

Government Hospital for the Insane, 

F. M. T. Washington, D. C., June 21,1905. 

William A. White, M. D., Superintendent. 

In re Alexander N. Willis, Late Co. D, 12th N. Y. Inf. 

Richard P. Evans, Esq., Stewart building, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: In reply to your communication of the 19th iust., re$ 
questing a copy of the commitment in the case of the above-named 
inmate of this hospital, in compliance with chapter 32, section 1147 
of the District Code, I beg leave to transmit herewith a copy of said 
commitment. 

Very respectfully, WM. A. WHITE, 

Superintendent, 

M. J. S. 
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Endorsement on Petition 

Let this be filed and process issue without prepayment of costs, 
returnable Monday July 17,1905,10 o'clock a. m. 

THOS. H. ANDERSON, Justice. 

July 10,1905. 


6 Affidavit under Section 176 of Code. 

Filed July 10,1905. 

In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

In the Matter of Alexander N. Willis. No. 393. Habeas Corpus. 
District of Columbia, ss : 

Catherine C. Goodrich being first duly sworn according to law 
deposes and says: That the petitioner is without means and unable 
to make the deposit for costs required by law ; that he is a pensioner, 
but the pension coming to him, has or she has been advised, been- 
collected by the hospital authorities and applied towards the support 
and maintenance of the said Willis; that, she therefore makes ap¬ 
plication to bring this suit and tile the petition, without deposit for 
costs pursuant to provision of section 176 of the Code. 

CATHERINE C. GOODRICH. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of July, 1905. 

M. A. SCHEELE, 

[seal.] Notary Public, D. G. 


7 Writ of Habeas Corpus. 

Issued July 10,1905. 

In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

In the Matter of the Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus for Alexan¬ 
der N. Willis. No. 393. 

The President of the United States to William A. White, supt. Gov¬ 
ernment Hospital for the Insane, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to have the body of Alexander N. 
Willis-detained under your custody, as it is said, together with the 
day and cause of his being taken and detained, by whatever name 


ALEXANDER N. WILLIS. 


6 


lie may be called in the same, before the Honorable Daniel Thew 
Wright one of the justices of the supreme court of the District of 
Columbia, at the United States court-house, city of Washington, on 
the J 7th day of July, 1905, at 10 o’clock a. m., after the receipt of 
"^^this writ, to do and receive whatever shall then and there be con¬ 
sidered of in his behalf, and have then and there this writ. 

Witness, the Honorable Harry M. Clabaugh, chief 
[seal.] justice of said court, the 10th day of July, A. D. 1905. 

JOHN R. YOUNG, Clerk, 

By HARVEY GIVEN, 

Assistant Clerk. 


Marshal's Return. 

Served copy of within writ on Win. A. White, supt Gov’t Hospital 
for Insane, personally July 12,1905. 

AULICK PALMER, Marshal. 

S. 

8 Anmet' of Respondent. 

Filed. July 17,1905. 

In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

In re Alexander N. Willis. Habeas Corpus. No. 393. 

The return of William A. White, superintendent of the Govern¬ 
ment Hospital for the Insane, to the petition for the writ of habeas 
corpus filed in the above entitled cause, shows as follows: 

1. That the said respondent as superintendent of the Government 
Hospital for the Insane in the District of Columbia detains the above- 
named Alexander N. Willis in compliance with and by authority oif 
a commitment signed and filed with the respondent by M. T. Mc¬ 
Mahon, president of the board of managers of the National Home 
for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, dated September 19,1903, a copy of 
which,.so far as the same relates to the said Willis, is attached 
hereto. 

2. That the said Alexander N. Willis at the time of his commit¬ 
ment to the custody of the respondent as aforesaid, was of insane 
mind and a proper subject for treatment and detention to .the said 
hospital for the insane; that he, the said Willis, has since the date 
of that commitment been, and still is, of unsound mind, incapable 
of self support or of caring for himself and unfit to be at liberty with¬ 
out supervision and control. The said Willis is over seventy-four 
years of age and is suffering from senile decay of both body and 
mind. 


WM. A. WHITE. 
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9 District of Columbia, ss : 

—, William A. White, upon oath say, that I have read the forego¬ 
ing return to the writ of habeas corpus by me subscribed and know 
thfe contents thereof, and that the facts therein stated are to the best 
of my knowledge true. 

WM. A. WHITE. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 17th day of July, 1905. 

J. R. YOUNG, Clerk, 

By F. E. CUNNINGHAM, Ass't Clerk. 


National Horae for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers. 

September 19,1903. 
Northwestern Branch. 

Superintendent Government Hospital for the Insane, Washington, 
D. C. 

Sir: Under the authority conferred upon me by the act of Con¬ 
gress approved August 7,1882,1 have to request that— 

Alexander N. Willis, late D Co., 12th N. Y. infantry, pensioner at 
$12.00 per month. 


10 seventeen insane men, members of the Northwestern branch> 
N. H. D. V. S., may be admitted to the Government Hospital 
for the Insane, at Washington, D. C. 

Respectfully yours, 

[seal.] (Signed) M. T. McMAHON, 

President Board of Managers, National Home for D. V. S, 


Official copy. 

WM. A. WHITE, Supt. 
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Motion for Petitioner's Discharge. 

Filed July 17, 1905. j 

In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

In re Alexander N. Wilms. Habeas Corpus. 393. 

Now comes the petitioner, by his attorneys, and moves the court 
to discharge the petitioner upon the return made to the writ in this 
cause, the same failing to show that he is held in restraint by due 
process of law. 

RICHARD P. EVANS and 
EDWIN FORREST, 

Attorneys for Petitioner. 


11 Order Remanding Petitioner into Custody of Supt. 

Filed July 17,1905. 

In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia, July 17", 1905. 

In re Alexander N. Willis. No. 393. Habeas Corpus. 

This day this cause came oil for hearing and was submitted to 
this court for determination. . Whereupon said Alexander N. Wil¬ 
lis is hereby remanded to the custody of the respondent until the 
24th day of July next in order that meanwhile the question of his 
sanity may be inquired into and determined according to law; and 
further proceedings in said cause are passed until that daj f at 10 
o’clock a. m. 

WRIGHT, Justice. 


Motion for Order Directing Supt. to Permit Examination of Petitioner 

by Physicians. 

Filed July 21,1905. 

In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

In re Alexander Willis. No. 393. Habeas Corpus. 

And now comes the petitioner and moves the court for an order 
directing the repondent herein to allow and permit medical 
12 examinations of said petitioner to be made, without obstruc¬ 
tion or impediment, by the superintendent or the assistants, 




8 


WttLlAtf A. WaitfE, SUPRRlMEtfbEtfT, ET?0., VS. 


or agents of said hospital, and while said petitioner is alone in the 
presence only of physicians or surgeons appointed or sent for such 
purpose by his, the petitioner’s counsel, or friends; and further that 
said physicians so selected may have free and uninterrupted access 
to ana examination of the medicines or drugs administered to, or 
ordered to be administered to said petitioner within the time of his 
confinement at said hospital as well as the prescriptions given for 
medicine or drugs for such treatment, and the records of said de¬ 
partment having any bearing in the treatment or condition of said 
petitioner while at said hospital. 

R. P. EVANS & 

EDWIN FORREST, 

Att’ys for Petitions'. 


Affidavits of C. M. Emmons et al. 

Filed July 21,1905. 

In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

In re Alexander Willis. No. 393. Habeas Corpus. 
District of Columbia, ss : 

Charles M. Emmons and Robert Reyburn being each severally 
sworn depose and say: 

13 That they and each of them are practicing physicians in 
said District of Columbia, and have been such for some 
years—the said Emmons for over twelve (12) years and the said 
Reyburn for upwards of forty-nine (49) years; that they have prac¬ 
ticed their professions in said District and both are members of the 
Medical Association of the District of Columbia; that at the request 
of the attorney for the petitioner they went together to the Govern¬ 
ment Hospital for the Insane in this District of which the respond¬ 
ent is superintendent; that they made such visit there to-day and 
saw William A. White, the superintendent, and made a request, ns 
physicians, and in the presence of counsel for petitioner to see the 
petitioner for the purpose of making a medical examination of the 
petitioner to ascertain the mental condition of the said petitioner; 
that such request was refused by the said superintendent, that a de¬ 
mand was then made to make such examination which met with a 
like refusal; that the said superintendent knew that the affiants 
were practicing phvsicjans; that these affiants made such request 
and demand, and if complied with, intended to make a medical ex¬ 
amination of the mental condition of said petitioner for the purpose 
of testifying to the facts ascertained by them should it become neces¬ 
sary, or make such use thereof as the circumstances might require; 
that neither of said affiants had newer seen the petitioner to their 
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knowledge, and save as they have been informed -or heard knew 
nothing about him personally or his condition ; that affiants under; 
previous administrations of superintendents, other than the respond¬ 
ent, and particularly during the administration of Dr. W. W. God¬ 
ding who was for a long time superintendent of said hospital, have 
frequently been to said hospital, and made examinations of patients, 
at the request of their friends, without any objection or re- 
14 fusal’by the authorities. 

That the}' have read over the motion made herein by the 
attorney for the petitioner and say that the examinations therein 
moved for, are essential and necessary to get the proper mental con¬ 
dition of the petitioner, and enable them to properly inform them¬ 
selves in order to give a professional opinion therein. 

CHARLES M. EMMONS, M. D. 

ROBERT REYBURN, M. D. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 21st day of July, 1905. 

J. R. YOUNG, Clerk, 

By F. E. CUNNINGHAM, Ass't Clerk 


Order Discharging Petitionin'. 

Filed July 24,1905. 

In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

In re Alexander N. Willis. No. 393. Habeas Corpus. 

It appearing to the court that no proceedings have been taken by 
the respondent or others to inquire into the lunacy of the petitioner 
Alexander N. Willis, as required by the order made herein, on July 
17th, 1905, and it further appearing that he is detained without 
legal warrant or authority, it is this 24th day of July 1905, by the 
court ordered that the petitioner be and he is hereby discharged 
from confinement and detention in the Government Hospital for the 
Insane in said District, and the custody of the respondent. 

WRIGHT, Justice. 


2 — 1602 a 
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15 Notation of Appeal, &c. 

Filed July 24,1905. 

In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia, the 24th Day of 

July, 1905. 

Alexander N. Willis, Petitioner, "I 

vs. 1 

William A. White, Superintendent of )■ Habeas Corpus. No. 393, 
the Government Hospital for the In- I 
sane, Respondent. J 

The clerk of said court will please note an appeal by William A. 
While, superintendent &c., as aforesaid, to the Court of Appeals of 
the District of Columbia from the judgment this day entered in the 
above entitled cause, the said appeal being taken on behalf of the 
United States and by the direction and authority of the Attorney 
General of the United States. And the clerk will please issue a 
citation herein to the above named Alexander N. Willis and pre¬ 
pare a transcript of the record herein for use in the Court of Appeals. 

MORGAN H. BEACH, 

Attorney for the United States in and 

for the Distnct of Columbia. 

16 In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

In re Alexander N. Willis, Petitioner. No. 393. Habeas Corpus. 

The President of the United States to Alexander N. Willis, peti¬ 
tioner, Greeting: 

You are hereby cited and admonished to be and appear at a Court 
of Appeals of the District of Columbia, upon the docketing the cause 
therein, under and as directed by the rules of said court, pursuant 
to an appeal from the judgment of the supreme court of the District 
of Columbia, on the 24th day of July, 1905, wherein William A. 
White, superintendent of the Government Hospital for the Insane, 
respondent, is appellant, and you are appellee, to show cause, if any 
there be, why the judgment rendered against the 3aid appellant 
should not be corrected, and why speedy justice should not be done 
to the parties in that behalf. 

Witness the Honorable Harry M. Clabaugh, 
Seal Supreme Court chief justice of the supreme court of the Dis- 
of the District of trict of Columbia, this 24th day of July, in 
Columbia. the year of our Lord oue thousand nine hun¬ 

dred and five. 


JOHN R. YOUIJG, Clerk. 





ALEXANDER N. WILLIS. ll 

Service of the above citation accepted this 25th day of July, 1905. 

RICHARD P. EVANS, 

Attorney for Appellee, 

[Endorsed:] No. 393. Hab. cor. Law. Equity. In re Alexan¬ 
der N. Willis, petitioner. Citatiou. Issued July 24th, 1905. Served 
copy of the within citation on Richard P. Evans, att’y for petitioner, 
who accepted service of same July 25, 1905. Aulick Palmer, mar¬ 
shal. S.-, attorney for appellant. 
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Directions to Clerk for Preparation of Record. 


Filed Julv 28, 1905. 

In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 


Alexander N. Willis, Petitioner, I 


vs. 


William A. White, Respondent. I 


Habeas Corpus. No. 393. 


The clerk, in making up the transcript on appeal in the above 
entitled cause, will please include therein all the papers on the file. 

C. A. KEIGWIN, 

Attorney for Respondent. 


18 Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 


United States op America, 
District of Columbia, 



I, John R. Young, clerk of the supreme court of the District of 
Columbia, hereby certify the foregoing pages, numbered from 1 to 
17, inclusive, to be a true and correct transcript of the record, as per 
directions of counsel herein filed, copy of which is made part of this 
transcript in cause No. 393 habeas corpus, in the matter of Alexan¬ 
der N. Willis, alleged lunatic, as the same remains upon the files 
and of record in said court. 

In testimony whereof, I hereunto subscribe 
Seal Supreme Court my name and affix the seal of said court, at 
of the District of the city of Washington, in said District, this 
Columbia. 1" day of September, A. D. 1905. 

JOHN R. YOUNG, Clerk. 


Endorsed on cover: District of Columbia supreme court. No. 
1602. William A. White, superintendent, &c., appellant, vs. Alex¬ 
ander N. Willis. Court of Appeals, District of Columbia. Filed 
Sep. 1, 1905. Henry W. Hodges, clerk. 



